Lake Tahoe, USA

& Tahoe has long been at the top of the list of homegrown, year-round holida

L=
ies (and celebrities!), and its famous ski fields, including
gy, positively pulsate with happy snow-lovers in winter. In late

for American famil
iy and Sguaw Va
autumn, Tahoe tums on all of its natural charm, offering abundant water sports
soft adventures for all ages, to the great delight of BARRY STONE and his family.
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igh in the Sierra Nevada mountains on
he California/Mevada border, the Stone

y were in a reflective mood. Warmed

by the communal

pfire that has long
been a nightly event at Cedar Glen Lodge on the northern
shoreline of Lake Tahoe, North America’s largest alpine
lake, we sank into our Adirondack chairs, sipped hot

chocolates and munched on our s'mores - fire-roasted
marshmallows and Hershey's chocolate sandwiched
between graham crackers (which tastes a whole lot berter
than it reads). 1 our wounds. Our
pursiit of ‘soft adventure’ had resulted in a couple of,

well, mishaps ...

Earlier that day my 15 year-old son Jackson and |
were kayaking the frigid waters off Vikingsholm Beach in
Emerald Bay, once a drowned glacial valley now a teardrop
shaped slice of typical Tahoe heaven, on our way to
Fannette [sland, the lake’s only i:

and and so tiny you could
probably circumnavigate it in ten minutes,
Like all who paddle out to, or otherwise wash up on, this

5 10m 'summit’ and into

granite speck, we clamboured up it

the ruins of its stone "Tea House". Built in the late 1920s by
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Fannette Island, Ewmerald Bay



“ ... I saw my boys perched on a granite outcrop,
all played-out, staring westwards across the

lake to the setting sun ...”

Lora Knight, who owned the island and a considerable
portion of Emerald Bay’s foreshore, this
delighted in bringing guest:

as where she

s for afternoon teas. Even
in its heyday the 4m x 4m Tea House only had four
oak chairs, a table, and a fireplace. Now it's just four
crumnbling walls and a roof that's long since collapsed

But it remains a genuine sanctuary, especially in Tahoe's

Afre
the ridge lines
I1'\.‘I-I|'|"'|_ to our

of the Tahoe Basin we scrambled back
ak, wedged between two boulders on

gn paddling
ght into the wake
v the MS Dixie Il, a 500-passenger screw-
driven paddle wheeler that has been sailing these waters

since the mid-1990s. Failing to get our bow around in

te-strewn shoreline,
k towards the beach . . . . and st
behind t

island'’s grani an pad

Cels ater spilled into our kayak, drenching us from

our waists down

Around the time we were calculating the onset of
hypothermia, wife Yvonne and 11 vear-old Truman
were hiking the Cascade Falls Hiking Trail, an easy 1.5
hour round trip ideal for families, with 60m falls and
views over nearby Cascade Lake a great reward for
mi effort. Heading back to the trailhead, however,
Truman slipped and fell against a rocl
his arm. Fortunat

vimal
¢, badly bruising
not his PAng-PeOTHE artm .

We met up and shared stories of our mutual

unes before heading

only at the gated estat

nack to our lodge, stopping
I od as

the location for the Corleone family compound in

The Godfacher Part II. The house is now pone, but the

i WAS 1

family traveller

Previous page:
Truman at Sand Harbar

From far laft:
Thunderbird Lodge

Wiew through the window
of the Tea House

A makeshift mooring at
Fannette Iskand

Thunderbird Yacht on
Lake Tahos
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family traveller

Abave:
Jackson kayaks on
Emesald Bay

Getting there

(antas, United and Amencan
Rirlines all fly from Australia to
Rena Nevada, wia esther LA or San
Francisco. Check aifine websites
for Rsghts From yowr nearest
capital city

United Alrlines fiies daily frem San
Francisco fo Reno (1 hourl; United
and Amernican Asrdines fiy daily

1o Reno from Los Angeles
(1.5 hours)

Plan your
Tahoe trip

Visat Go Tahoe North
Eotahoenorth.com

Car Hire
driveaway com.an

Cedar Glen Lodge
takaecedarglen com
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